Part 1 – Share Christ 
Stories and questions designed for encountering Jesus the Savior
WEEK 14: THE COVERING BLOOD SACRIFICE

Opening Prayer
Vision Cast (Open Agenda)
State the group’s purpose over the duration of your time together:

1. Spiritual growth  2. Discipleship  3. Relational environment

Ground Rules (Explain when someone new joins the group.)

Opening Connection (contextual)
See lesson plan for what to ask if new people have been invited.

Connection to Prior Week

“In our last meeting we told the story of how God provided for Israel when they left their slavery in Egypt.”

A volunteer re-tells the story or lesson from the previous week.

Thank the person who shared and then ask the questions provided in the lesson plan for this section.

Story Preparation

“Today we are going to tell the story of God’s design for the forgiveness of the sins of Israel, from Leviticus 16.”

Warm up for Today’s Story

Q: “Do you have something that you like to do every year, or do you have any annual rituals? Where did those come from?”

(Give everyone a chance to respond.)

Setting the Scene 

Israel, like all of fallen humanity, is sinful and impure and God requires that they be holy in order for Him to dwell in their midst :: God provided many detailed laws for the offerings and cleansings that He required of Israel.

Tell them, “As you are listening to the story be thinking of the question we’re going to ask after the story: ‘What does Jesus do for you that is even better than the sacrifice we just heard about?’”
Tell the Story (in your own words)
The Covering Blood Sacrifice

Leviticus 16
Re-build The Story – retell as a group (from memory), then read aloud

Debrief the Story:
“What is something that you do that requires the directions to be followed exactly?”

“Why do you think God is so precise in what He required of Israel to do for the forgiveness of their sins?”

“What is significant about all of Israel taking the day to rest on this annual event?”

Focus Question: “What does Jesus do for you that is even better than the sacrifice we just heard about?”
Accountability
Continue discussion on accountability (see lesson plan, end). 
Closing Prayer

Choose from some of the options provided in the lesson plan.

Next Week
God’s Judgment When the People Fell Into Sin – “We will tell the story of what happens when our leaders do not obey God, from the book of 1st Kings.”

Ask someone in the group to tell today’s story at the beginning of group next week.

