Part 3 Connect to Purpose
Stories and questions designed to discover God’s plan for us.
WEEK 20: CHOOSING SEVEN HELPERS AT THE CHURCH IN JERUSALEM

Opening Prayer
Vision Cast (Open Agenda)
State the group’s purpose over the duration of your time together:

1. Spiritual growth  2. Discipleship  3. Relational environment

Ground Rules (Explain when someone new joins the group.)

Confidentiality
Listen
Pause
Silence
No Cross Talk

No Fixing
No Rescuing
Sharing (Amount)

Using “I” Statements
Household Rules to Respect

Opening Connection (optional)
See lesson plan for what to ask if new people have been invited.

Connection to Prior Week

“Last week we told the story of Jesus sending out His twelve disciples and the instructions that He gave them, from Matthew 10.”

A volunteer re-tells the story or lesson from the previous week.

Thank the person who shared and then ask some of the questions provided in the lesson plan for this section.

Story Preparation

“Today we are going to learn the story of how seven ministry leaders were selected in the Early Church, from Acts 6.”

Warm up for Today’s Story

Q: “What is something that you are gifted at doing? And how does doing that thing reward you?”

(Give everyone a chance to respond.)

Setting the Scene 

The apostles were arrested, freed, and beaten by the religious leaders :: They rejoiced to be counted worthy to be humiliated for the name of Jesus, and from place to place they did not cease to preach about Him.

Tell them, “As you are listening to the story be thinking of the question we’re going to ask after the story: ‘What service might God be calling you to for His Church?’”

Tell The Story
Choosing Seven Helpers at the Church in Jerusalem

Acts 6:1-7
Re-build The Story

From memory, together. Then read it aloud from Scripture.
Debrief the Story:

Focus Question: “What service might God be calling you to for His Church? Why do you say that?”

(Give everyone a chance to answer.)
“Why might you hesitate to be used for service?”

“As a group, how can we push each other to take God’s call to action?”
Accountability
Continue discussion on accountability (see Guidelines document). 
Closing Prayer

Choose from some of the options provided in the lesson plan.

Next Week
Spiritual Gifts in the Body of Christ – We will hear a story about how God composes His Church just like He made our bodies to need every part, from 1 Corinthians 12.
Ask someone in the group to tell today’s story at the beginning of group next week.

