Part 2 Provide Ministry Opportunities 
Questions and Accountability for taking next steps into ministry.
WEEK 18: JACOB RESPONDS TO GOD WITH THE PROMISE OF THE TITHE

Opening Prayer
Vision Cast (Open Agenda)
State the group’s purpose over the duration of your time together:

1. Spiritual growth  2. Discipleship  3. Relational environment

Ground Rules (Explain when someone new joins the group.)

Opening Connection (contextual)
See lesson plan for what to ask if new people have been invited.

Connection to Prior Week

“In our last meeting we told the story of Peter’s advice on how believing wives can win their unbelieving husbands.”

A volunteer re-tells the story or lesson from the previous week.

Thank the person who shared and then ask the questions provided in the lesson plan for this section.

Story Preparation

“Today we are going to tell the story of God appearing to Jacob in a dream and how Jacob responded to God by promising a tithe to Him.”
Warm up for Today’s Story

Q: “Tell us the story of the strangest place you’ve ever slept.”

(Give everyone a chance to respond.)

Setting the Scene 

Jacob is the son of Isaac, who was the promised son to Abraham, of whom God declared that He would make a nation of blessing, which is Israel :: Jacob tricked his father Isaac into giving him the blessing that belonged to his brother Esau.

Tell them, “As you are listening be thinking of the question we’re going to ask after the story: ‘How generous are you toward God?’”
Tell the Story (in your own words)
Jacob Responds to God with the Promise of a Tithe

Genesis 28:10-22

Re-build The Story – retell as a group (from memory), then read aloud

Debrief the Story:

“What does God mean when He says that all the families of the nations will be blessed by Jacob’s descendants?”

“Has God made any special promises to you that you have to wait for?”

Focus Question: “How generous are you toward God?”
“Do you think that success in your ministry is related to your giving? Why or why not?”

Accountability
Continue discussion on accountability (see lesson plan, end). 

Closing Prayer

Choose from some of the options provided in the lesson plan.

Next Week
God’s People Express Their Gratitude with Offerings – “Next week we will tell the story of how the people of God gave of their possessions to contribute to the completing of God’s sanctuary.”
Ask someone in the group to tell today’s story at the beginning of group next week.

