Part 3 – Share New Truth
Stories and questions designed to transform our thinking about God.
WEEK 33: THE MAN BORN BLIND

Opening Prayer
Vision Cast (Open Agenda)
State the group’s purpose over the duration of your time together:

1. Spiritual growth  2. Discipleship  3. Relational environment

Ground Rules (Explain when someone new joins the group.)

Opening Connection (contextual)
See lesson plan for what to ask if new people have been invited.

Connection to Prior Week

“In our last meeting we told a story of how Jesus has control over the spirit world.”

A volunteer re-tells the story or lesson from the previous week.

Thank the person who shared and then ask the questions provided in the lesson plan for this section.

Story Preparation

“Today we are going to tell a story of how Jesus gave sight to a man and revealed the spiritual blindness of the people.”

Warm up for Today’s Story

Q: “What are your first thoughts when you come across a beggar on the street? / What do you usually do?”
(Give everyone a chance to answer.)

Setting the Scene

Set up the story in your own words (keep it brief), and tell them the question you are going to ask so they can be thinking about it during the story:

Jesus had rescued a woman caught in sexual sin from dying at the hands of her accusers :: He then defended Himself and declared His nature to these very same men. 

Tell them, “As you are listening to the story, be thinking of the question we’re going to ask after the story: ‘Where has Jesus given you sight in your life?’”
Tell The Story
The Man Born Blind

John 9

Re-build The Story – retell as a group (from memory)

Debrief the Story:

“Do you have any handicaps that God can use for His glory?”

“According to this story, how can you identify spiritual blindness in yourself or others?”

Focus Question: “Where has Jesus given you sight in your life since we’ve been meeting together?”

Accountability
Continue discussion on accountability (see lesson plan, end). 

Closing Prayer

Choose from some of the options provided in the lesson plan.

Next Week
The Kingdom of Heaven Parables – “Next week we will tell a story about the qualities one needs to have to enter eternity with Jesus.”
Ask someone in the group to tell today’s story at the beginning of group next week.

