Part 3 Release to Do Ministry 

Questions & Accountability designed to produce longevity in ministry.
WEEK 33 – JESUS, THE GOOD SHEPHERD

Opening Prayer
Vision Cast (Open Agenda)
State the group’s purpose over the duration of your time together:

1. Spiritual growth  2. Discipleship  3. Relational environment

Ground Rules (Explain when someone new joins the group.)

Opening Connection (contextual)
See lesson plan for what to ask if new people have been invited.

Connection to Prior Week

“In our last meeting we told the story of how Jesus was tempted by Satan and yet remained strong.”

A volunteer re-tells the story or lesson from the previous week.

Thank the person who shared and then ask the questions provided in the lesson plan for this section.

Story Preparation

“Today we are going to tell the story of how Jesus relates to us and cares for us as a faithful shepherd.”
Warm up for Today’s Story

Q: “What is something you are afraid of getting stolen? / What do you do to prevent that?”

(Give everyone a chance to respond.)

Setting the Scene

Set up the story in your own words (keep it brief), and tell them the question you are going to ask so they can be thinking about it during the story:

Jesus has just healed a man born blind and it caused a commotion among the religious leaders. Jesus reveals Himself to this man as the giver of sight not just to the physically blind but also to the spiritually blind.

Tell them, “As you are listening be thinking of the question we’re going to ask after the story: ‘Think about your own ministry: Are you a shepherd or a hired hand?’”
Tell The Story
Jesus, the Good Shepherd

John 10:1-18

Re-build The Story – retell as a group (from memory), then read aloud

Debrief the Story:

“What do you know about sheep and shepherds from this story?”

“Who have you stopped listening to now that you hear Jesus’s voice?”

“How has your quality of life improved since following Christ?”

Focus Question: “Think about your own ministry: Are you a shepherd or a hired hand?”

Accountability
Continue discussion on accountability (see lesson plan, end). 

Closing Prayer

Choose from some of the options provided in the lesson plan.

Next Week
Jesus’s Teaching on Demons – “Next week we will tell the story of Jesus casting out demons and teaching His disciples about spiritual warfare.”
Ask someone in the group to tell today’s story at the beginning of group next week.

