Part 3 Release to Do Ministry 

Questions & Accountability designed to produce longevity in ministry.
WEEK 41 – SANDALS OF PEACE (THE PHILIPPIAN JAILER)

Opening Prayer
Vision Cast (Open Agenda)
State the group’s purpose over the duration of your time together:

1. Spiritual growth  2. Discipleship  3. Relational environment

Ground Rules (Explain when someone new joins the group.)

Opening Connection (contextual)
See lesson plan for what to ask if new people have been invited.

Connection to Prior Week

“In our last meeting we told the story of how the prophet Daniel took a bold stand for God.”

A volunteer re-tells the story or lesson from the previous week.

Thank the person who shared and then ask the questions provided in the lesson plan for this section.

Story Preparation

“Today we are going to tell the story of Paul and the Philippian jailer.”
Warm up for Today’s Story

Q: (sensitive) “Has a member of your family ever gone to jail? / What was their attitude like?”

(Give everyone a chance to respond.)

Setting the Scene

Set up the story in your own words (keep it brief), and tell them the question you are going to ask so they can be thinking about it during the story:

Paul and his companions made their way to a region called Macedonia, and there spoke the word of God :: After a demon was cast out of a fortune-telling slave girl, her owners had Paul and Silas beaten severely and thrown into jail.

Tell them, “As you are listening, be thinking of the question we’re going to ask after the story: ‘If someone asked you what they must do to be saved, what would you share with them?’”
Tell The Story
The Sandals of Peace (The Philippian Jailer)

Acts 16:25-34

Re-build The Story – retell as a group (from memory), then read aloud

Debrief the Story:

“When you face difficulties and setbacks, is your tendency to worry or to worship?”

Focus Question: “If someone asked you what they must do to be saved, what would you share with them?”
“Have you ever seen a whole family believe on account of one person being saved?”

“What are a person’s next steps when they’ve accepted Christ?”

Accountability
Continue discussion on accountability (see lesson plan, end). 

Closing Prayer

Choose from some of the options provided in the lesson plan.

Next Week
The Sword of the Spirit – “Next week we will tell the story of how God used the faith of Gideon to defeat a great enemy.”
Ask someone in the group to tell today’s story at the beginning of group next week.

