CHRIST OUR MEDIATOR 

Book of Hebrews summary story/lesson

Since the time of Moses and his brother Aaron who was the first high priest, there have been many such priests. They eventually had to stop their service because they died. One after another each priest served, but each one died. However, Jesus lives forever. He is our high priest on a permanent basis. Jesus is able to save everyone who comes to God through Him now and forever. He is alive to intercede for them on a continuing basis. Jesus is the high priest who meets our need. He is holy. He is blameless. He is pure. He is set apart from sinners. He is greater than any priest who has ever lived. Jesus does not need to offer sacrifices day after day, first for His own sins and then for the sins of all the people. He became a sacrifice by shedding His blood upon the cross, once for all. As our high priest, Jesus offered Himself as the perfect sin offering to cover our sins. Under the Old Covenant Law, high priests were weak men. However, through the New Covenant with Jesus, God appointed his Son who was made perfect and will always stay that way. Jesus is our high priest. He sits at the right hand of the throne of God’s royal majesty.
Jesus serves as true high priest in the Tabernacle set up by God and not something created on earth by man. The job of every high priest was to make sacrifices and to give gifts, and Jesus provided a gift and a sacrifice too. On earth we have godly men who serve on earth in tabernacles and churches. But that is just a poor imitation, merely a shadow of what Jesus does in a spectacular church in heaven. Even Moses warned the people to be very careful to build a tent of meeting according to the pattern given to him at Mount Sinai. However, earthly imitations fall far short of the glorious sanctuary where the lord lives.
As our high priest, Jesus is superior to any high priest or holy man, because He is a superior mediator for our sins. His promises are better than the old ones. The Old Covenant had to pass away in order for the new one that Jesus established. When Jesus as Messiah came to earth He brought with Him the promises of a new covenant, which were delivered from the perfect sanctuary in heaven. He entered the Holy of Holies, the Most Holy Place, not by the means of the blood of goats and calves. Jesus became our high priest by His own blood sacrifice. The Old Covenant put sprinkled blood and ashes on the outside of a person to ceremonially cleanse them on the outside. However the blood of Christ cleanses our consciences from sinful acts that lead to death. Christ through the Holy Spirit’s power offered Himself as the perfect sacrifice to God so that we may serve the living God. That means that Jesus is the New Covenant mediator in the relationship between God and us. Those who are called and accept the invitation to follow Jesus Christ may receive eternal life. Jesus died as a ransom to set everyone free from their sins. 

Let me conclude this way: we can be certain that we can enter the Most High Place by the blood of Jesus. That curtain to the holy place has been opened by both Jesus giving His body and His becoming our great high priest over the whole house of God. Therefore, let us draw close to God with our heart that is both full of faith and cleansed from a guilty conscience. We have had our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold on without swerving from what we profess, for He who promised it is faithful. And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward both love and good deeds. Finally, let us not give up meeting together as some do but let us encourage one another because the day of Jesus’s return is approaching.
