Starting Your Group

Stories and questions designed to learn about each other.
WEEK 6: JESUS’S TEACHING ON FORGIVENESS

Opening Prayer
Vision Cast (Open Agenda)
State the group’s purpose over the duration of your time together:

1. Spiritual growth  2. Discipleship  3. Relational environment

Ground Rules (Explain when someone new joins the group.)

Confidentiality
Listen
Pause
Silence
No Cross Talk

No Fixing
No Rescuing
Sharing (Amount)

Using “I” Statements
Household Rules to Respect

Opening Connection (optional)
See lesson plan for what to ask if new people have been invited.

Connection to Prior Week

“Last week we learned the parable of the Lost Son from Luke 15.”

A volunteer re-tells the story or lesson from the previous week.

Thank the person who shared and then ask the questions provided in the lesson plan for this section.

Story Preparation

“Today we are going to tell stories about Jesus’s teaching on forgiveness from Matthew 5 & 6.”

Warm up for Today’s Story

Q: (Sensitive) “Does forgiveness run in your family? Tell us who you learned forgiveness from.”
(Give everyone a chance to respond.)

Setting the Scene 

Jesus began his public ministry by preaching a message of repenting from sins and turning to God :: He called His first disciples and began attracting large crowds, since He was actively healing the sick and afflicted :: Great fame followed Jesus at this time.

Tell them, “As you are listening, be thinking of the question we’re going to ask after the story: ‘Tell us about a time when you did not want to forgive.’”

Tell the Story (in your own words)
The Sermon on the Mount, and the Lord’s Prayer

Matthew 5:1-24 and 6:9-15

Re-build The Story

From memory, together. Then read it aloud from Scripture.

Debrief the Story:

“Tell us about a time when you did not want to forgive.”

(Give everyone a chance to answer.)

“How do you know when you’ve truly forgiven someone?”

“Is it ever OK to withhold forgiveness?”

“What is the cost if we do not forgive?”

Accountability
Continue discussion on accountability (see lesson plan, end). 

Closing Prayer

Choose from some of the options provided in the lesson plan.
Next Week
Jesus’s Teaching About Prayer – “We are going to learn from two stories that Jesus taught about prayer from Luke 18.”
Ask someone in the group to tell today’s story at the beginning of group next week.

