WEEK 6: WE ARE LIVING STONES

Opening Prayer
Vision Cast (Open Agenda)
State the group’s purpose over the duration of your time together:

1. Spiritual growth  2. Discipleship  3. Relational environment

Ground Rules (Explain when someone new joins the group.)

Confidentiality
Listen
Pause
Silence
No Cross Talk

No Fixing
No Rescuing
Sharing (Amount)

Using “I” Statements
Household Rules to Respect

Opening Connection (contextual)
See lesson plan for what to ask if new people have been invited.

Connection to Prior Week

“In our last meeting we told the story of how Christ ends the conflict between holy God and sinful man, from the book of Hebrews.”

A volunteer re-tells the story or lesson from the previous week.

Thank the person who shared and then ask the questions provided in the lesson plan for this section.

Story Preparation

“Today we are going to tell the story of our role in worship, from the vision Peter shares in his first letter to the Church.”

Warm up for Today’s Story

Q: “What group of people did you want to fit in with when you were young? Why?”

(Give everyone a chance to respond.)

Setting the Scene 

Peter is one of the original twelve disciples that Jesus picked to learn ministry :: In his letter, he writes to the believers who have been scattered all over the world in the early first century AD.

Tell them, “As you are listening to the story be thinking of the question we’re going to ask after the story: ‘Who is someone you need to show mercy to?’”
Tell the Story (in your own words)
We Are Living Stones

1 Peter 2:4-10
Re-build The Story – retell as a group (from memory), then read aloud

Debrief the Story:
“Give an example of a spiritual sacrifice we can offer to God.”

“Have you ever felt ashamed of being a believer in Christ? What caused the shame?”

“How can we help each other witness to the goodness of God?”

“How does God’s mercy work?”

Focus Question: “Who is someone you need to show mercy to?”

Accountability
Continue discussion on accountability (see lesson plan, end). 
Closing Prayer

Choose from some of the options provided in the lesson plan.

Next Week
Apostles Preaching and Teaching (Review) – We will tell the story of the amazing change God made in the lives of the disciples in the early Church, from Acts 3 & 4.
Ask someone in the group to tell today’s story at the beginning of group next week.

