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PART 1: SHARE CHRIST
Stories and questions designed for encountering Jesus Christ as Savior


Lesson 8: The Call of Abram

	OVERVIEW & SCHEDULE

	Experience
	Time
	Summary
	Supplies / Prep

	Socialize

Word Gabs Card Game
	10:15 AM – 10:30 AM
(15 minutes)
	Kids participate in a meet & greet with the leader/s and other children. A great time for the kids to settle in as they’re being dropped off. 
	· Word Gabs Card Game (instructions provided within package; located in supply cabinet)

	Worship

Choose 2-3 songs 
	10:30 AM – 10:40 AM
(10 minutes)
	Kids worship collaboratively & individually in the environment of a greater faith community
	· Worship music CD (in supply cabinet)
· CD player

	Connect

“Bus Stop”  
YouTube Video Example
	10:40 AM – 10:50 AM
(10 minutes)
	Kids engage with each other through various forms of play, including interactive games and activities, crafts, and more
	· Masking tape

	Break
	10:50 AM – 10:55 AM
(5 minutes)
	Kids are freed up to go to the restroom and/or grab a cup of water using the Action Kids pitcher in the classroom. Help them by pouring out the water, write their name on the cup & keep them on top of the counter (not on table to prevent spills). 
	· Pitcher of water (supplied)
· Drinking cups
· Permanent marker

	Storytime 

Part 1: Lesson 8
The Call of Abram 
	10:55 AM – 11:40 AM
(45 minutes)
	Kids will gather together to experience and learn more about God through Bible storytelling and find how their lives are interwoven in God’s plans and purposes. 
	· Lesson plan (to follow)
· Bibles for each person (including the leader/s)

	Response

Promise Envelopes

	11:40 AM – 11:50 AM
(10 minutes)
	Kids will respond to what they’ve learned and received, either through prayer or praise. 
	· Activity sheet print out
· Colored pencils, crayons, markers
· Blank envelopes

	Bless

2 Thes. 3:16
	11:50 AM – 11:55 AM
(5 minutes) 
	Kids will receive your blessing. The blessing is designed to lead them to go forth with what they’ve received from God by sharing and giving away their knowledge and blessings to others.
	· Bible (for leader/s) 
· Details (to follow)

	Clean

	11:55 AM – 12:00 PM
(5 minutes)
	Kids will learn to be good stewards of their community and learn to accomplish a task together. 
	· Trash bin












Word Gabs Card GameSOCIALIZE


A fun and entertaining words game, located in the supply cabinet. Follow instruction card provided in the box. 

CONNECT




Bus Stop (an ice breaker activity)
· Tape off 3 sections on the floor for the kids to stand in. 
· The left side is one “bus,” the middle ground is the “bus stop” (neutral/starting ground), and the right side is another “bus.”
· Choose, or make up your own “either/or” preferences for the kids to choose, and select the side for the kids to stand in. For example, [point left] Breakfast, [point right] Dinner.
· The kids cannot stand in the middle; they have to choose a side. 
· Have them notice who is on the “bus” with them, and who is on the bus opposite of them. This is a good way for them to know each other some more.
· Choose easy things like: “Breakfast or dinner?” Or, “Loud or quiet?” Or, “Circle or Triangle?” Again, you can make up your own as you play along. 
· Click here for a YouTube video example:  https://youtu.be/nn0fMWWuaxg
STORYTIME - OPEN AGENDA




ACTION KIDS VISION CAST
State the group’s purpose over the duration of your time together and revisit every time someone new joins the group: 

· Spiritual growth - to develop in our relationship with God.
· Discipleship - to have the people around us that we need to encourage us through life’s ups and downs; and to become followers of Jesus, that build up others, to follow Jesus. 
· Relational environment – to cultivate life-long friends and to be open to inviting others too.

GROUND RULES
Explain these terms in a simple way kids can understand, and revisit every time someone new joins the group:

· Confidentiality - what is said in the group, stays in the group.
· Listening – When the leader or another child is talking we are all quiet, listen, and don’t interrupt.  
· 


· Silence is good – It’s okay if no one is talking while you think of an answer to a question.  It’s good to be quiet and let another child answer the question even if you know the answer.  
· No Cross Talk – Don’t talk to your neighbor or friend while the leader or another child is talking.
· Sharing – Let everyone have a chance to share.  Even if you know an answer you can let someone else answer.  Don’t tell long stories; keep them short.  
· Church and classroom rules to respect – Restroom use is only before class, then, during our 5-minute break time at 10:50 AM, and finally, when class ends. Be quiet and mindful of others in our church’s lounge area and no running. No food in classroom (unless there’s an approved celebration – such as a birthday, or pizza party, etc.). No toys, tech device, or phone use during our class time. No foul language.  Keep hands to yourselves. 

STORYTIME – LESSON PLAN




· Opening Prayer

· Connecting to Prior Week – Scripture references: Genesis 6:5-22, 7-8, and 9:1-11.
Say, “Last week, you learned the story of God’s judgment of evil and His promise to save a man named Noah.” Then ask the child who volunteered at the end of the last week to share that story with the group in their own words. If that child isn’t present in this week’s meeting, then have another child volunteer to tell the story. Thank the child for sharing, and then ask one, or some, of the following questions to the group:
· “What did you learn from last week’s story?”
· “What happened when you told it to others?” (Create this expectation every week.)
· “Do you have any questions about the story?”

· Warm-up Question for Today’s Story (give everyone a chance to respond)
Say, “What was the biggest move you have ever had to make? And what was the reason for the move?”

· Story Preparation
If they have their Bibles open, ask them to please close them during the story so that they can fully focus on listening. Tell them they will have an opportunity later to open their Bibles to make sure the story was told accurately. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Say, “Today we are going to tell the story of God’s great promise of blessing to a man named Abraham. Listen carefully, because afterwards, I am going to ask you some questions about it. Also, your leader next week will be asking you questions to see if you remember what we learned about today.”






· Setting the Story Scene 
Say, “This story takes place long after God saved Noah and his family.”

· This will be their Focus Question: prepare them by saying, “As you are listening to the story be thinking of the question we’re going to ask afterward, ‘‘If God made you a promise, would you trust and believe Him right away?  

· Tell the Story (in your own words)
The Call of Abram - Genesis 11:31-32 and 12:1-9. Hear audio story for an example.

When telling the story, begin with “This is the story from God’s Word.” Have your Bible open, but don’t read from it. Tell the story as accurately and convincingly (passionately) as you can from memory. Make eye contact with the group and use positive body language. Avoid making personal comments during the story. Close the story by closing your Bible and saying, “That was a story from God’s Word. Now let’s talk about it.”

· Re-build the Story
Ask the kids to rebuild it together first; allow them to correct each other and you can help out in this area too. Guide them through by asking questions such as, “So where does the story start?” “What happened next?” “What did that character say?” “After that, where did they go? How does it end?” etc. Guide the group when they leave something out, or tell it out of order, or add something that’s not in the story. After the story has been rebuilt from memory, have everyone open their Bibles and ask someone, or a few, to read the story from God’s Word. Note: when it comes to longer composite stories, you may not have enough time to rebuild it from reading the Word (which is fine), just make sure you have them rebuild it from memory with you before moving on to the questions.

· Revisit the Focus Question
Remind them, “We just learned about how God called Abram and made him a promise.” Then ask the Focus Question: ‘‘If God made you a promise, would you trust and believe Him right away?  

· Debrief the Story 
Ask a few, or, all of the following questions (time-permitting) and encourage them to answer: 
1. “What does God’s story say about leaving family to follow Him? [Answer could be, “God continues to grow our families when we move away to follow Him.”]
1. “What would be hard for you to leave behind if you were to move?” [Answer could be, “Family, friends, school, church, or home.”]
1. “Is there other ways you could “move” to follow God more?”  “For example, “I could “move” my playtime for after reading my Bible to spend time with Jesus;”, or, “I could “move” my place in line to allow the new kid at church to go first and show the love of God.”







· Lesson Challenge 
During this wrap-up time, encourage them to share the story with someone they know and next week to tell the group how the other person received the story or what their reaction was like. 

· Follow-up - Next week, when you see the present children at church, before or after service, take a quick moment to build with them. Go greet them and simply ask them what was the highlight of their week.

· Introduce Next Week’s Story
Ask someone in the group to tell today’s story at the beginning of group next week. Then say, “Next week, we are going to learn from the story of how God tested Abraham’s faith from the same book of Genesis, in chapter 22.” 




Promise EnvelopesRESPONSE

Remind the children that God made a promise to Abram and that God’s promises are good.  God is always faithful and wants us to be faithful as well. Say, “God made several good promises to Abram. He promised that a great nation will come from Abram. He promised that Abram’s name will be great among the Earth, and that all people will be blessed through Abram.  God always keeps His promises.  God wants us to keep our promises too.  What kind of promises can you make that you can keep?”  Allow children to respond. “We can promise to be nice to our sisters and brothers, share with our friends, or help our parents with something around the house.”  
· Encourage children to think of something that they can promise to a parent, sibling or friend.  Once they think of a promise that they can make to someone, such as promising to eat all their dinner to their parent, or promising to share a favorite toy with a sibling, give them a blank activity sheet and ask them to write their name, promise, and draw a picture of the promise that they made.  
· When the child has finished, have them fold it and seal it in an envelope.  
· Write the name of whomever they are giving their promise to on the outside of the envelope.  
· Have the children take these pictures home and encourage them to keep their promises.
BLESS


· Bookmark Ephesians 2 Thessalonians 3:16 in your Bible for easy reference.

Tell them, “It’s blessing time! Every one, please stand up from your seats and look up at me and hold out your hands as if you’re going to receive something.” Take your time to make eye contact with each child. Say each of their names, “Adeline, Ariana, Autumn, Katie, Chase and ... [read the selected verse/s over them from your Bible], then have them remain standing and say, “May you know that God is with you wherever you go. May you desire to know Him who loves you and may your heart be full of joy as you worship Him in spirit and in truth.” 

· Closing Prayer 

Tell them, “Now, let’s make a prayer circle, by holding hands, and ask for His help or say thank you.” 

· Involvement -  Invite and involve the kids to pray. Simply instruct them that once prayer begins, they may have their turn during the silent moments in between. Offer the children if anyone would like to start the closing prayer by asking, “Who would like to start us off? Please raise your hand.” When you feel the prompt that prayer has concluded, wrap it up for the entire group.
CLEAN


Children feel purposeful and own a sense of accomplishment when they are delegated simple clean-up/tear-down responsibilities and tasks. This also helps them be good stewards of their shared community by doing their part in maintaining a clutter-free learning environment. Tasks such as putting markers/crayons/colored pencils away in the cabinet, stacking and putting Bibles away, placing the worship music CD away in the cabinet (if it was used), throwing their water cups and trash away in the bin, getting paper towels from the bathroom, wiping down tables, picking up debris found on the floor, helping you (the leader/s), or each other, with whatever else may need attention. Much can be done when everyone pitches in! 
BIBLE STORY


The Call of Abram
Genesis 11:31-32 & 12:1-9 (ICB)

11:31 Terah took his son Abram, his grandson Lot (Haran’s son) and his daughter-in-law Sarai (Abram’s wife). They moved out of Ur of Babylonia. They had planned to go to the land of Canaan. But when they reached the city of Haran, they settled there.
32 Terah lived to be 205 years old. Then he died in Haran.

God Calls Abram
12:1 Then the Lord said to Abram, “Leave your country, your relatives and your father’s family. Go to the land I will show you. 2 I will make you a great nation, and I will bless you. I will make you famous. And you will be a blessing to others. 3 I will bless those who bless you I will place a curse on those who harm you. And all the people on earth will be blessed through you.”
4 So Abram left Haran as the Lord had told him. And Lot went with him. At this time Abram was 75 years old. 5 Abram took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot and everything they owned. They took all the servants they had gotten in Haran. They set out from Haran, planning to go to the land of Canaan. In time they arrived there. 6 Abram traveled through that land. He went as far as the great tree of Moreh at Shechem. The Canaanites were living in the land at that time. 7 The Lord appeared to Abram. The Lord said, “I will give this land to your descendants.” So Abram built an altar there to the Lord, who had appeared to him. 8 Then Abram traveled from Shechem to the mountain east of Bethel. And he set up his tent there. Bethel was to the west, and Ai was to the east. There Abram built another altar to the Lord and worshiped him. 9 After this, he traveled on toward southern Canaan. 





I, ______________ PROMISE TO…(Name)


	
________________________________________________________________________________________________.
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